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TO: Mayor and City Commissioners 
RE:  Study Session Agenda 
FROM: Richard U. Nienstedt, City Manager 
 
A Study Session is scheduled for August 6, 2012 at 4:00 pm in the Commission Chambers on the first 
floor of City Hall, 101 S. Hickory. The following items will be presented: 
 
I. Public Comments 
 
 
 
II. Items to be Placed on the Regular City Commission Agenda 
 
 
 
 
III. Items for Presentation and Discussion 
a. City Manager’s Report 
    Dog park 
    Airport news release 
 
b. Commissioners’ Reports 
 
c. Mayor’s Report 
 
 
IV. Announcements 

August 13, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm  
August 15, 2012 NEXT REGULAR MEETING, 9:30 am 
August 15, 2012 “Imagination Playground in a Box” Dedication, 10:00 am, Don Woodward  
    Community Center, 517 E. Third Street 
August 20, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm 
August 22, 2012 Strategic Planning Retreat, 5:00 pm 
August 27, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm  
September 3, 2012 Labor Day holiday – City offices closed 
September 3, 2012 Labor Day holiday – Study Session canceled 
September 5, 2012 Regular Meeting, 7:00 pm 
September 10, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm 
September 10, 2012 ORC Facilities Tour, 5:30 pm 
September 17, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm 
September 19, 2012  Regular Meeting, 9:30 am 
September 19, 2012 Joint City/County/USD 290 Luncheon, City Commission Chambers,  
    City Hall,101 S. Hickory, 12:00 Noon 
September 24, 2012 Study Session, 4:00 pm 
 

V. Adjourn  
 

If you need this information in another for-

mat or require a reasonable accommodation 

to attend this meeting, contact the City’s 

ADA Coordinator at  785-229-3635. Please 

provide advance notice of at least two (2) working days. 

TTY users please call 711. 
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Memorandum 
To: Richard U. Nienstedt, City Manager 

From: Wynndee Lee, Director of Planning and Codes Administration 

Date: July 27, 2012 

Re: City Manager Comments - Discussion of a Dog Park  

Recently city staff was approached by citizens interested in discussing a dog park, 
both with the staff and the City Commission.  Staff then met with Dawn and John 
Rush to discuss considerations and the Rush’s brought example rules and 
suggested locations.  City staff did some research of other cities in Kansas and 
found that a number indicated dog parks, in particular, Lawrence, Overland Park, 
Garden City, Hutchison, Wichita, Emporia, Riley County, and Johnson County.   

In the City/ORC Recreation and Park Master Plan, adopted in 2008, an off-leash 
dog park was one of the higher priorities, at number 6.  While a number of other 
priorities from that master plan have been addressed, this one had only been 
mentioned in recent years with little advocacy until now.  Attached are some articles 
we have found to share information we have obtained as well as example rules, 
aerial location in Forest Park suggested by the Rush’s, and photos.  Other locations 
are being identified to ensure we have full discussion on locations, amenities and 
necessary costs. 

At a minimum, in addition to the fencing, it would be important to separate smaller 
dogs from larger, post signs, have a disposal system and water, benches in and 
outside the fences, and some amenities.  The Rush’s’ plan to ask others to join them 
in promotion and fundraising, but they wanted to assess the city’s receptiveness to 
the idea before moving forward.   

Lastly, we were made aware that Prairie Paws was also in the midst of planning for 
a dog off-leash area on their grounds.  I met with both Mi’Chielle Cooper and the 
board for some discussion of opportunities for collaboration.  Ms. Cooper has 
experience in building and maintaining dog parks, so her expertise will be 
invaluable.  We believe at this time that having two parks, with different locations 
and available to both visitors and residents, would be appropriate give the size 
proposed for both parks.  More discussion is necessary, but having some early 
informal discussion with the City Commission would be helpful. 
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