
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 

City Hall – February 29, 2012 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Livingston, Maxwell, Wasko, and Vice-Chairperson Colbern.  Members 
Boyd, Bond, and Chairperson Jackson were absent.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Colbern asked the Planning Commission members to make a declaration of any 
conflict of interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear 
all sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   
 
Member Maxwell stated that his son-in-law owns the property and his son will be doing the work on 
the property, related to the conditional use.  He asked the city attorney if he should recuse himself 
from this item.  Bob Bezek advised he disclose and have no part of the discussion. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the January 25, 2012 study session meeting minutes:  Vice-Chairperson Colbern asked if 
there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none.  
 
Review the February 8, 2012 meeting minutes:  Vice-Chairperson Colbern asked if there were any 
changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Continue the discussion on the proposed amendments to Article 5, Agricultural District, 
Section 5-2, Article 8, Countryside District, Section 8-2, Article 23, Home Occupations, Section 
23-1, and Article 24, Supplemental District, Sections 24-602, 24-701, and 24-705. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo and the changes to be made, (power point presentation), with the 
Planning Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is recommending approval of the amendments. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated county representatives had no additional comments on these amendments. 
 
Member Wasko asked if staff had received any questions from the property owners in the UGA.  
Wynndee Lee indicated no, as these changes should take care of their concerns. 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use permit to allow warehouse/storage located at 122 W. 
Tecumseh. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed staffs findings, (power point presentation), with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. 
Yahl stated staff is recommending approval with the condition of no outdoor storage.  Mr. Yahl further 
indicated this was the same condition as the previous approved conditional use for storage had. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the building has been used for storage for a number of years, and that it's 
better to have the building occupied than setting empty. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezone from I-2, Heavy Industrial District to R-1, Low Density 
Residential District at 321 Dundee. 



 
Tom Yahl reviewed staff findings and the map, (power point presentation), with the Planning 
Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is recommending approval. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the owners were trying to refinance and with the current zoning has made it 
hard for them.  Mrs. Lee also indicated there are only two property owners involved the applicant and 
Cargotec.  This situation is one you could support either way. 
 
Member Wasko asked if the residence has always been occupied.  Wynndee Lee indicated yes. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
Wynndee Lee indicated there was going to be a meeting Thursday night, March 1 at the annex 
between the city and county commissioners to discuss a proposed memorandum with understanding 
for the area in the UGA and that anyone who would like to attend is welcomed. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Vice-Chairperson Colbern stated the next regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting is March 
14, 2012, at 7 p.m.  The next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is March 28, 
2012, at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Vice-Chairperson Colbern adjourned the meeting at 12:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee Lee, AICP 
Director of Planning & Codes Department 
 

 


