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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 
City Hall – September 8, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Bond, York, Wasko, and Chairperson Jackson.  Absent were 
Members Livingston and Maxwell. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Public Comments:  There were none. 
 
Tom Yahl indicated staff had received a call from a citizen who stated they would be coming in and 
talking to the commissioners about allowing ducks in town.  Mr. Yahl noted that staff had given the 
commissioners a letter from a neighbor regarding concerns about allowing ducks.  Chairperson 
Jackson entered the letter into the record. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the July 28, 2010 study session minutes, and the August 
11, 2010 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes. (5-0) 
 
Held a public hearing to consider the proposed rezones in the UGA from Franklin County R3A, 
Single-Family Residential Estate 3 Acre Tract District to City R-1, Low Density Residential 
District: 109, 110, 124, 125, 140, 141, 148, 157, 208, 224, 225, 234, 244, 245, 250, 251, & 252 
Megan Lane; AND 115, 130, 158, 159, 218, 219, 238, 243, 244, 248, & 254 Kelsey Drive; and from 
Franklin County C-2 Highway Commercial District to City C-3 General Commercial District: 
2220 and 2324 E. Logan. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed staff findings, and the map (power point presentation) with the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Yahl indicated staff is recommending approval based on the following conclusions: 

• The surrounding neighborhood will have no impact on the proposed change and, conversely, 
the change will have no impact on the neighborhood 

• The property is most suited for continued residential use in the Ledbetter Subdivision and the 
two properties on Logan Street is suited for continued commercial use. 

• Public services available to the site are not adequate for additional development. 
• The proposed amendment is in conformance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Chairperson Jackson asked if staff had received any correspondence.  Wynndee Lee indicated staff 
had not received any written correspondence.  Tom Yahl indicated he had talked to several 
homeowners and one business owner. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for public comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
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Member York asked what type of questions the homeowners asked.  Wynndee Lee indicated the 
owners had concerns about annexation and taxes, which she explained did not affect them as this 
was a rezoning issue. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for a motion. 
 
Member York made a motion to accept staff findings as their own, seconded by Member 
Colbern.  The motion was considered and Member Wasko, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Member 
Bond, yes; Member York, yes; Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Member Colbern made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 
proposed rezones in the UGA from Franklin County R3A, Single-Family Residential Estate 3 
Acre Tract District to City R-1, Low Density Residential District: 109, 110, 124, 125, 140, 141, 
148, 157, 208, 224, 225, 234, 244, 245, 250, 251, & 252 Megan Lane; AND 115, 130, 158, 159, 218, 
219, 238, 243, 244, 248, & 254 Kelsey Drive; and from Franklin County C-2 Highway 
Commercial District to City C-3 General Commercial District: 2220 and 2324 E. Logan, 
seconded by Member Bond.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member 
Bond, yes; Member York, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 
5-0 vote. 
 
Held a public hearing to consider the proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Chairperson Jackson opened the public hearing. 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed summary of changes that were made to bring information current, revised 
goals sections, made updates in the narratives, two new sections were added, and updated the 
maps.  Mrs. Lee indicated there could be some minor updates after the first of the year when the 
Chamber OFCED and Main Street groups have completed their studies.  Mrs. Lee reminded the 
Commission that the comprehensive plan is a guide to help decision making. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated staff did not receive any comments from anyone, nor did anyone come in to 
review the changes. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for public comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
 
Member York made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the proposed 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan, seconded by Member Colbern.  The motion was 
considered and Member Bond, yes; Member York, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Colbern, yes; 
Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Other Items:   
 
C & D Landfill Special Use, located at 3268 Osborne Terrace, remanded back by the City 
Commission. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the City Commission sent this item back to the Planning Commission with 
two main concerns. 
  1. Use of the existing cells. 
  2. Property values. 
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Wynndee Lee indicated the county provided more information to the city concerning these items staff 
reviewed them and it is staff recommendation to send this item back to the City Commission with an 
affirmative action. 
 
Lisa Johnson, County Administrator, reviewed the information in the memo sent to the City from Larry 
Walrod, Franklin County Planning Director.  Mrs. Johnson indicated the county does not have any 
land to get dirt to cover the existing cells therefore it would cost the county approximately $450,000 to 
cover the 91,153 cubic yards of the existing cells.   
 
Lisa Johnson stated the memo from Philip Dudley, Franklin County Appraiser indicated that the area 
is generally agricultural land and noted that agricultural land value is generally not affected by other 
uses as long as there are no flooding or water runoff issues.  Mrs. Johnson indicated Mr. Dudley’s 
memo states the proposed C&D site would have less impact on the neighboring properties than the 
heavy traffic form K-68 Highway. 
 
Member York asked if these were the only two issues the City Commission sent this item back.  
Wynndee indicated yes. 
 
Member Colbern made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 
proposed Special Use Permit to operate a construction and demolition landfill in the UGA 
Franklin County A-1 Agricultural Zoning District located at 3268 Osborne Terrace with the 
following conditions: 1. Submission and approval of KDHE permits, per K.A.R. 28-29-325; 2. 
Applicant will adhere to the buffering standards stated in 28-29-302(e); 3. Applicant will install 
and maintain a vegetative screen of at least six (6) feet in height along the south side of the 
property and further implement the Forest Management Plan for Tree Planting, of Eastern Red 
Cedar trees on each of the property lines, seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was 
considered and Member Bond, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Member York, yes; Member Wasko, yes; 
Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Tom Yahl indicated the owner of the ducks brought in a handout for the Planning Commissioners.  
Mr. Yahl gave a copy of the handout to the Planning Commissioners. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is Wednesday, September 29, 
2010 at noon and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, 
October 13, 2010 at 7 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for a motion to adjourn.  Member Colbern made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Member Wasko.  Chairperson Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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