
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 
City Hall – October 13, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Bond, York, Wasko, Livingston, Maxwell, and Chairperson Jackson.   
 
Photo Contest:  Chairperson Jackson announced the winners of the photo contest.  Winners were 
Warren Smith and Nicole Huffman for the public 19 & Over group, Gabriel Taylor for the public 18 & 
Under group, and Wynndee Lee for the employee group. 
 
Chairperson Jackson presented Gabriel Taylor a certificate and a $50 cash prize, Nicole Huffman a 
certificate and a $75 cash prize, and Wynndee Lee a certificate and a certificate for 8 hours paid 
leave.  Warren Smith was not present at the meeting, but his certificate and prize will be delivered. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Public Comments:  There were none. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Member York made a motion to approve the August 25, 2010 study session minutes, and the 
September 8, 2010 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes. (7-0) 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Held a public hearing to consider the proposed rezones in the UGA Rezone from Franklin 
County A-1, Agricultural District to City A, Agricultural District, 3047 Neosho Road, 2975 
Neosho Road, 180 N. Cottonwood Street, 1900 E. Logan Street, and 2945 Neosho Road; Rezone 
from Franklin County RE, Residential Estate District to City A, Agricultural District, 220 N. 
Cottonwood Street, 1601 E. 7th Street, and 301 N. Cottonwood Street; Rezone from Franklin 
County RE, Residential Estate District to City CS, Countryside District 1231 E. 7th Street and 1301 
E. 7th Street. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed staff findings, and the map (power point presentation) with the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Yahl indicated staff is recommending approval. 
 
Tom Yahl stated he has had conversations with the Yokum’s and they were present. 
 
Mary Ann Yokum, 1310 E. 7th, asked why everyone was being zoned agricultural and their property 
was being zoned CS.  Tom Yahl indicated it was because of the smaller lot sizes.  Mrs. Yokum 
wanted to know if she could still have her farm animals.  Wynndee Lee indicated the use of the 
property is not required to change from its current use and staff would document any non-conforming 
uses.   
 



Dogulas Yokum, 1310 E. 7th, stated since he had read the uses allowed in both agricultural and in the 
CS Districts he did not have a problem being zoned CS.  
 
Freone Hollinger, 3009 Neosho Road, wanted to know what the intent was for her property and when 
it would be considered for rezoning.  Wynndee Lee indicated the area would be taken in 
consideration to determine the corresponding city zoning classification to that of the counties 
classification.  Mrs. Lee also stated it could be anywhere from two to six months, however, she would 
be notified of any rezonings that were within 1,000 feet of her property.  
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for public comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for a motion. 
 
Member York made a motion to accept staff findings as their own, seconded by Member 
Colbern.  The motion was considered and Member Wasko, yes; Member Livingston, yes; Member 
Colbern, yes; Member Bond, yes; Member York, yes; Member Maxwell, yes; Chairperson Jackson, 
yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 
proposed rezones in the UGA Rezone from Franklin County A-1, Agricultural District to City A, 
Agricultural District, 3047 Neosho Road, 2975 Neosho Road, 180 N. Cottonwood Street, 1900 
E. Logan Street, and 2945 Neosho Road; Rezone from Franklin County RE, Residential Estate 
District to City A, Agricultural District, 220 N. Cottonwood Street, 1601 E. 7th Street, and 301 N. 
Cottonwood Street; Rezone from Franklin County RE, Residential Estate District to City CS, 
Countryside District 1231 E. 7th Street and 1301 E. 7th Street, seconded by Member Colbern.  
The motion was considered and Member Livingston, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Member Bond, yes; 
Member York, yes; Member Maxwell, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion 
passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Held a public hearing to consider the proposed amendments to Article 24, Section 24-5, 
Temporary Uses. 
 
Chairperson Jackson opened the public hearing. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval of the amendments. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked for public comments. 
 
Darnell Johnson, asked what type of changes were made.  Tom Yahl indicated the major change is  a 
temporary building would only be allowed for 120 days and then would have to be removed from the 
site.  This would be in concert with the building code.  
 
Mr. Johnson asked how this would affect his building at 17th and Main. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the Sno Shack is not anchored and built as a permanent building, it was built 
as a temporary structure.  
 



Mr. Johnson asked if he could use the property at 17th Street as a temporary storage area for the Sno 
Shack.  Wynndee Lee stated she did not think so, but would have to look into it. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any more public comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
 
Member Colbern made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the 
proposed amendments to Article 24, Section 24-5, Temporary Uses, seconded by Member 
Bond.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member Bond, yes; Member York, 
yes; Member Maxwell, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Livingston, yes; Chairperson Jackson, yes.  
Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Other Items:   
 
1. Discussion on whether to consider amending Article 24, Section 24-602 Accessory 

Uses; Animals and Livestock by allowing ducks on residential lots less than 3 acres. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated staff needed to know if the Planning Commission wants to consider this 
amendment or leave the article as is which dose not allow ducks in residential areas.  By polling the 
Planning Commissioner it was the consensus the Planning Commissioners did not want to change 
the regulations. 
 
2. Discussion on the maps changed in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated even though the changes were discussed on the Future Land Use Map and the 
Planning Area map, the public hearing did not indicate the maps were being amended.  Therefore a 
public hearing is being called for their November meeting. 
  
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is Wednesday, October 27, 2010 
at noon and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, November 
10, 2010 at 7 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Chairperson Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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