
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall – May 26, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Warren, Wasko, Livingston and Vice-Chairperson Jackson.  
Absent was Member Davidson, and Chairperson York.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any 
conflict of interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear 
all sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Reorganization of the Planning Commission: 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for suggestions for Chairperson.  Member Wasko recommended 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson, Member Colbern seconded the recommendation. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for suggestions for Vice-Chairperson.  Member Warren 
recommended Member Colbern, Member Wasko seconded the recommendation. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson stated staff would be recommended for secretary. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the April 28, 2010 study session meeting minutes:  Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked if there 
were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review of the May 12, 2010 meeting minutes:  Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any 
changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Wynndee Lee introduced Deana Bond as the person who will be appointed to replace Member 
Warrens position, whose term expires in June, on the Planning Commission.  Wynndee Lee thanked 
Member Warren for his six years on the planning commission. 
 
Discuss the concept site plan for Blue Sky Liquor, located at 17th & S. Main. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo, site plan, and aerial photo (power point) with the Planning 
Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl highlighted the parking, driveway, and drive-through window.  Mr. Yahl 
stated the owners of Blue Sky Liquor asked staff to present this to the commissioner to see if the 
Planning Commission would consider such an idea before they went to all of the expense to submit a 
formal site plan. 
 
Member Warren and Member Colbern stated this was a great use for that corner. 
 
Member Warren asked if the State allowed drive through windows for liquor stores.  Kirby Snider, 
owner of Blue Sky Liquor, stated yes. 
 
Mr. Snider stated he is currently paying rent for the building they are located in and would like to own 



their own building, as he and his wife wanted to invest in Ottawa.  Mr. Snider stated they wanted a 
drive-through window as no store in Ottawa has one.  Mr. Kirby indicated staff has been great with 
helping them through this process and they were open to any comments.  Mr. Kirby stated the main 
goal for today was to get a feel from the Planning Commissioners on whether this is something they 
would consider. 
 
Member Colbern stated he had no objections, just wanted to know what type of building, steel or 
wood frame construction.  Mr. Snider stated he wanted the building to be nice and would probably be 
a metal structure with a brick façade on it. 
 
Member Livingston, Member Colbern, Member Warren, Member Wasko, and Vice-Chairperson 
Jackson all agree that this was a good idea. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the 2010 CIP. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that Scott Bird, Finance Director, would be at the June 9th meeting to make a 
presentation on the CIP.  Mrs. Lee stated the public hearing had been published and a news release 
would be published most likely next week.  Mrs. Lee noted that some of the projects had been 
completed, some projects had been moved up due to available funds, and there were new projects 
added. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson left the meeting at 12:30 p.m.  Member Warren was selected by Vice-
Chairperson Jackson to presid over the rest of the meeting. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 17, Mixed Use Districts related to 
Commercial/Industrial Sections 301 and 606. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo with the Planning Commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is only 
suggesting one change in the regulations and that is dealing with open storage.  Staff’s 
recommendation is to allow storage in front but it must been screened. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated Member Davidson did not want storage in the front yard and the Planning 
Commissioners can recommend that the regulations do not allow storage in the front yards. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the list of items to remove from allowable uses in the MU/CI district.  There was 
discussion on the warehouses or storage houses.  Wynndee Lee indicated these could be limited by 
square footage.  Member Livingston thought that would be a good idea. 
 
Wynndee Lee asked the commissioners if they wanted to exclude storage in the front of the building 
which is one of the issues Member Davidson had.  Members Livingston, Wasko, Colbern, and Warren 
all stated yes.  Mrs. Lee indicated staff would make that correction as well. 
 
Continue the discussion of the proposed rezone from C-3 General Commercial District to 
MU/CI Mixed Use Commercial/Industrial District, located at 1102, 1112, 1120, & 1124 N. Main. 
 
There were no comments. 
 



Discussion of the proposed amendment to Chapter 11 of the Municipal Code by adding Article 
13, Pay Day Loan / Title Loan Businesses. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated there was no requirement for the Planning Commission to hold a public hearing 
on this item.  Mrs. Lee indicated normally items in the Municipal Code do not come to the Planning 
Commission however it would be a good forum for public input.  Mrs. Lee stated the Planning 
Commission should open the public hearing, get any public comments, then close the public hearing, 
and then make their recommendation to the City Commission. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
Ottawa Co-op Tire Shop. 
  
Tom Yahl indicated that Ottawa Co-op wanted to add to the existing tire shop.  The regulations state 
any addition to an existing building that is over 50% of the size of the existing building requires a site 
plan, however this is a roof over a storage area, and not a full addition. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated this would make this are more like a carport and she felt it would not impact the 
area, in fact it would help the area.  Mrs. Lee indicated they would have to get historical approval for 
the roof. 
 
The Planning Commissioners agreed this really did not require a full site plan approval and it would 
make the area look better. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Member Warren stated the next regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting is June 9, 2010, at 
7 p.m.  The next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is June 30, 2010, at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Member Warren adjourned the meeting at 12:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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