
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
City Hall –July 23, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Hatfield, Jackson, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  
Absent was Member Warren.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   
 
Chairperson York stated since his wife worked for Hasty Awards, he would recuse himself from this 
item. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review June 25, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review July 9, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Site Plan: 
 
Hasty Awards 
 
Chairperson York recused himself and left the room. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo with the planning commission.  Discussion was held concerning the 
waivers related to the storm water study, sidewalks, and detention ponds. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for comments, there were none. 
 
Tom Yahl noted that Clint Stewart from Taylor Design Group and Kyle Trendel from Devore & 
Associates were present if the planning commissioners had any questions. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for a motion. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the site plan as submitted, Vice-Chairperson asked for 
comments or discussion. 
 
Member Hatfield stated he felt the aesthetics of the detention ponds could be better.  
 
The motion was seconded by Member Jones.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, 
yes; Member Jones yes; Member Hatfield, no; Member Wasko, yes; Vice-Chairperson Jackson, yes.  
Motion passed by a 4-1 vote. 
 



Chairperson York rejoined the meeting. 
 
Member Warren arrived at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Conditional Use – 501 E. 23rd St. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that after the July 9th meeting, Mr. Clear called and said the Department of 
Labor inspection reports are done on an annual basis not semi-annual.  Mrs. Lee indicated since the 
original motion had a condition to have the Department of Labor submit their reports to the city semi-
annual staff needs the planning commission to redo their motion to change the condition from semi-
annual to annual. 
 
Member Warren stated he talk to the Department of Labor in Topeka and was reassured about this 
project.  Member Warren stated the people he talked to had high regards for Mr. Clear and said he 
runs a high quality business.   
 
Member Jackson made a motion to modify the original motion done on July 9, 2008 to recommend to 
the City Commission to approve the proposed conditional use for the construction of a rooming house 
at 501 E. 23rd Street in an MU/CR Mixed Use Commercial/Residential Zoning District with the 
following conditions: 1. The number of residents be set by the Department of Labor standards; 2. The 
applicant provide to the city the annual inspection report; 3. Remodel the structure to codes 
requirements; 4. The utilities, sanitary sewer, and water be extended per the discussion, seconded by 
Member Wasko.  The motion was considered and all present voted yes (7-0). 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed 2008 Capital Improvement Program. 
 
Discussion consisted of reveiwing the high dollar items on the list, how the CIP works, and the role 
the planning commission concerning the CIP. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that she would ask Scott Bird, Finance Director, to make a presentation at 
the August 13th meeting.  
 
Discuss the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, General Standards 
dealing with moving or flashing signs. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated staff had not given the planning commission anything on this yet, as staff was 
obtaining information from other cities and how they handle these types of signs.  Mrs. Lee stated the 
public hearing is to give the planning commission as well as the public the opportunity to express their 
opinions on these types of signs. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
Safe Routes to Schools program 
 
Tom Yahl stated he was working on a grant for funding to help extend sidewalks to help for safe 
routes to the schools. 
 
Announcements: 
 



The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, August 13, 2008, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is August 27, 2008.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 12:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration 
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