
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall – March 27, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Hatfield, Jackson, York, Wasko, and Chairperson Warren.  
Absent was Member Jones. A quorum was present.  
 
Chairperson Warren asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Site Plans:
 
Select Steel, 1642 Industrial Ave. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo with the Planning Commission. 
 
Member York made a motion to approve the site plan for Select Steel with the following condition: 1.  
A development agreement would be made with the City of Ottawa with the following listed.  A.  
Owners agree to submission and approval of a revised landscape plan.  B. Owners agree to 
submission and approval of a revised storm water management plan.  C.  Owners agree to 
submission to improve the gravel parking area and installation of sidewalk with the future street 
construction.  Should the street project not take place, the owners agree to improve the gravel 
parking area and installation within one year of notification that the street project will not take place, 
seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was considered and Member York, yes; Member Colbern, 
yes; Member Jackson, yes; Member Hatfield, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Chairperson Warren, yes.  
Motion passed by a 6-0 vote. 
 
Albright Addition, 524 N. Cedar. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo with the Planning Commission. 
 
Discussion was held.  Several of the planning commissioners had concerns about the parking, 
number of parking spaces, the detention pond, the drainage area behind this development, and the 
density of this development.  Some suggestions were made as to reduce the number of buildings, or 
reduce the number of bedrooms, add fencing for the retention pond and by the drainage area 
 
Chairperson Warren continued the item to the April 9th planning commission meeting. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review February 27, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson Warren asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There was a correction 
needed on page one. 
 
Review March 12, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 



Chairperson Warren asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Discuss the proposed Final Plat for Albright Addition, 524 N. Cedar. 
 
Tom reviewed the memo with the planning commission.  Tom noted the purpose of the final plat was 
to establish the required easements for the proposed development. 
 
Discuss the proposed Final Plat for Kansas State Bank, 2045 Princeton Rd. 
 
Tom reviewed the memo with the planning commission.  Tom noted the purpose of the final plat was 
to establish the required easements for the proposed development. 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use for an indoor aquatic center at 913 E. Wilson in an R-1 
Low Density Residential Zoning District. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings with the planning commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval of the conditional use permit. 
 
Discussion was held on whether the conditions of the first conditional use permit were met, which 
they had been and hours of operation.  The only change was to add “no private parties after 8 p.m. 
for Sunday’s hours of operation.” 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 8, Countryside District. 
 
Tom Yahl introduced Guy Crabill, Franklin County Sanitarian and Cal Lantis, with Century 21/Lantis 
Realty, who were there to respond to questions of the planning commission regarding changes 
proposed to the Countryside District. 
 
Guy Crabill gave the planning commissioners handouts concerning septic systems.  Mr. Crabill stated 
the county allows 3 acre tracts however he prefers 5 acre tracts for a septic system and 10 acres for 
a lagoon. 
 
Discussion was held on the minimum size of a lot for a septic system and the reason why, the pros 
and cons of cluster systems in this area, type of soils in this area, and how often the system should 
be pumped out. 
 
Cal Lantis discussed the size of lots that were selling and the size of lots people were looking for.  Mr. 
Lantis also discussed the marketability of large lots compared to small lots. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 27, Sign Regulations. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the handouts with the planning commission. 
 
There was discussion about the distance between signs, type of signs, and the hooded light fixtures 
on the signs. 
 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
1. Development Procedures Policy Manual (DPPM). 
 



Tom Yahl stated they had received a copy of the manual in their packet and a pubic hearing would be 
called for in May. 
 
Member Jackson left at 1:42 p.m. 
 
Other Items:     
 
1. Approve or deny the amended minutes for July 25, 2007. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated as staff was doing some research it was discovered that there was an error in 
the above listed minutes and staff needs to have the amended minutes approved. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the amended minutes for July 25, 2007, seconded by 
Member York.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member Hatfield, yes; 
Member York, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Chairperson Warren, yes.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Member York left at 2:04 p.m. 
 
Announcements:
 
Chairperson Warren stated the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is 
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 7 p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study 
session will either be April 23rd or 24th.  Member Colbern and Member Wasko stated they would not 
be available on either one of those days.  Staff stated they would get back with the commissioners 
once they had check with those who were not in attendance to see what day would be best for the 
majority of the commissioners. 
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson Warren adjourned the meeting at 2:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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