
 1

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 

City Hall – October 8, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Davidson, Warren, Jackson, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  
Member Jones was absent. 
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the September 3, 2008 study session meeting minutes 
and the September 10, 2008 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes. 
(6-0) 
 
Public Comments:  Gene Hirt, 125 South Street, Williamsburg, Kansas, spoke to the Commission 
noting that he was made aware that there has been some discussion on wind power generation and 
hoped the Commission would take action on the issue. Hirt noted that Kansas State University has 
developed a program to install wind generators at schools and he has visited a site at Ellsworth.  
 
Final Development Plan: 

Ottawa Trails. 
 
Chairperson York asked staff to make its presentation. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo, the final development plan, final plat, and the preliminary development 
plan previously approved by the Commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff recommendation is to approve 
the site plan. 
 
Member Warren asked about the naming of Cypress Street, and if the name could cause confusion 
among travelers once built. Yahl responded that the proposed street is closely aligned with the 
existing alignment of Cypress Street, thus the name. Member Warren also expressed concern about 
the pending review of the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions required for the project. Bob Bezek, 
City Attorney, responded that he has reviewed the document and it meets his approval for the 
proposed development. 
 
Chairperson York asked sidewalks and pedestrian paths through the project. Discussion followed 
related to the location of sidewalks along Cypress Street and the manner in which the development 
agreement will address future construction of the pedestrian path and sidewalk along Twenty-Third 
Street. 
 
Member Davidson asked if the required screening had been addressed. Tom Yahl indicated that a 
note has been added to the plat indicating that certain lots will be required to install screening when 
construction occurs. 
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Chairperson York asked for other comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson York asked for a motion to approve or deny the plan and plat. 
 
Member Warren made a motion to approve the final development plan and final plat, seconded by 
Member Colbern.  The motion was and Member Colbern, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member 
Jackson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Warren, yes; Chairperson York, yes.  Motion passed by 
a 6-0 vote. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Held a public hearing to consider an amendment to the special use permit granted for ABC 
123 Learning Center, 1250 E. Commercial Rd. – CANCELED  
 
Tom Yahl noted that the amendment to the previously approved special use permit was no longer 
necessary due to a change in the regulations. He also noted that the applicant had been informed, 
the fee collected was refunded and those required to be notified were provided a notice of the 
cancellation. 
 
Other Items:   
 
Wynndee Lee mentioned the photo contest being held in recognition of National Community Planning 
Month. Information on the contest was provided, along with the judging criteria the Commission will 
use to judge entries. 
 
Tom Yahl informed the Commission of an audio conference on Renewable Local Energy he attended. 
He added that additional information, to assist in the discussion of wind power generation, will be 
distributed.  
 
Announcements: 
 
Chairperson York stated the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is 
Wednesday, October 29, 2008 and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is 
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at 7 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 
 
(A recorded tape will remain on file for a period of six months) 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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