
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
City Hall –September 3, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  Absent were Members 
Warren and Jackson.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   There were none. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review July 23, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review August 13, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Concept Plan: 
 
Ottawa Community Church. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the drawing given to the planning commission was to illustrate what the 
building would look like as the church would like to purchase the building prior to site plan approval. 
 
It was noted that the front of the building would be facing west with the other elevation facing 17th 
Street.  There was discussion on the color of the building, the landscaping, and other ways to break 
up the building on the east side that abuts the residential area. 
 
Wynndee Lee asked if the planning commission was comfortable with the concept of the style of the 
building to give the okay for the church to order the building.  It was the consensus of the planning 
commission the building could be ordered. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Discuss the Minor Plat, Ottawa Community Church. 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed the plat with the Planning Commission.  The plat contains two lots and the 
dedication of right-of-ways and easements. 
 
There was discussion about what development could occur on the second lot into.  Wynndee Lee 
indicated additional easements may be required in the future when the other lot is developed, 
depending on the type of development. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezoning of an area at 504 & 508 W. 7th Street from R-1 Low Density 
Residential Zoning District to P Public Use Zoning District. 



 
Wynndee Lee reviewed the application with the Planning Commission.  Discussion was held on the 
reason for the rezone request.  Staff is recommending approval of the rezone request. 
 
Chairperson York asked if staff received any phone calls.  Charlotte Newkirk stated she had received 
an e-mail from a property owner who was asking what the school district was planning on doing with 
the property and she replied to use as classrooms.  
 
Discuss the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, General Standards 
dealing with moving or flashing signs. 
 
Wynndee Lee showed the planning commission a video on a presentation a sales representative did 
for electronic message centers. 
 
Chairperson York stated he drove to other communities and took pictures of the moving signs they 
had.  Chairperson York stated he felt a few of these signs went a long ways.  Chairperson York stated 
he would like to see the regulations protect the historical district by not allowing them. 
 
Other discussion followed on the size of the signs, what districts they would be allowed in, and how 
fast they would scroll. 
 
Member Jones asked if the regulations could be approved to allow them in a Public Use Zoning 
District and then decide whether to allow them in other districts.  The other planning commissioners 
agreed with this suggestion. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
Wynndee Lee stated on September 9th from 5 to 7 p.m. there will be a meeting reviewing the 
Transportation Master Plan in the commission chambers for anyone who would like to come. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that staff is trying to fill the vacant position on the planning commission by the 
first of October.  Mrs. Lee indicated the new commissioner needs to live outside the city limits but 
within the 3-mile limit.  Mrs. Lee stated Member Warren had submitted a couple of names and one 
has been suggested to her. 
 
Member Jones asked how the Coves project was going?  Wynndee Lee indicated several houses 
have been completed.  Chairperson York stated he would like for the planning commissioners to do a 
walk through of the houses.  Wynndee agreed to look into making those arrangements. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated staff had handed out letters and responses concerning 201 N. Oak. And the 
recent newspaper article. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, September 10 2008, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is September 24, 2008.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:20 p.m. 
 



Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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