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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 

City Hall – September 10, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 pm on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Jones, Warren, Jackson, Wasko and Chairperson York.  All 
members were present. 
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision. 
 
No conflicts were declared. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the July 23 Study session meeting minutes and the 
August 13 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes (6-0) 
 
Public Comments: 
There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Held a public hearing on the minor plat for Ottawa Community Church Addition. 
 
Chairperson York opened the public hearing. Staff indicated a public hearing was called to discuss 
the minor plat for the Ottawa Community Church.  Member Warren asked the difference between a 
minor plat and a regular plat. In response, Wynndee Lee explained that a minor plat is an abbreviated 
process where the preliminary and final plat are combined, and is allowed for subdivisions of less 
than four lots.  Tom Yahl reviewed the staff memo, and stated that this minor plat was submitted in 
association with the development of a new church on Lot 1.  The applicant did not make any 
presentation.  There were no comments from the public.   
 
Following the closing of the public hearing, Commissioner Warren made a motion to approve the 
Minor Plat for Ottawa Community Church, seconded by Commissioner Colbern.  All present voted 
yes (6-0). 
 
Held a public hearing on the proposed rezoned of property at 504 and 508 W. Seventh Street 
from R-1, Low Density Residential District, to P, Public Use District. 
 
Chairperson York opened the public hearing. Staff indicated a public hearing was called to discuss the 
proposed rezoning of an area at 504 and 508 W. 7th Street from R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning 
District to P Public Use Zoning District.  These properties are owned by USD 290.  Tom Yahl reviewed 
the findings, noting that staff is recommending approval. In response to Commission questions 
regarding the proposed use of the properties, Dean Katt, Superintendent of USD 290, stated that upon 
approval of the rezoning, one of the two existing building will be used to house art education programs; 
the use of the other building is still to be determined.  Staff indicated the only public comment received 
was via email.  A neighbor asked the nature of the rezone and the intended future use of the 
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properties.  This neighbor indicated that he would protest if the properties were to be used as a parking 
lot, but would not lodge a protest if the use were for other than a parking lot.  Staff informed the 
Planning Commission that the property could be used as a parking lot without rezoning. There were no 
comments from any public present at the meeting. 
 
Following the closing of the public hearing, Commissioner Warren made a motion to approve the 
findings as their own, seconded by Commissioner Wasko. All present voted yes   (6-0). 
Commissioner Warren made a motion to recommend to the City Commission approval or the rezone, 
seconded by Commissioner Jackson.  All present voted yes   (6-0). 
 
Continued a public hearing on the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, 
General Standards, dealing with moving and flashing signs. 
 
Chairperson York opened the public hearing. Staff indicated a public hearing was called to discuss 
the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, General Standards dealing with 
moving or flashing signs.  The suggested amendments include allowing electronic message centers 
for schools, churches government buildings and public agencies. These message centers shall not 
exceed 50% of the overall sign face, or no more than 16 square feet, along with other changes 
reviewed by the Planning Commission. 
 
Tom Yahl facilitated a slide show, demonstrating some of the signage that Chairperson York 
photographed in the region.  Chairperson York commented on each photo as it was shown, 
illustrating the advantages and disadvantages of existing examples.  There was a discussion of how 
these signs could impact the downtown area, particularly the historical district.  The state historic 
preservation office will have to be contacted for specific feedback, but generally electronic signs were 
thought to be unallowable in historic districts.  Dean Katt of USD 290 offered to answer questions 
regarding the request of Ottawa High School for a sign that would meet the proposed requirements.  
A discussion of allowable hours of operation suggested that the signs should not be displayed prior to 
6:00 am. 
 
Following the closing of the public hearing, Commissioner Jackson made a motion to approve the 
amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, General Standards, dealing with moving or flashing 
signs, seconded by Commissioner Jones.  All present voted yes (6-0). 
 
Other Items: 
There were none. 
 
Announcements: 
Chairperson York stated that the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008, and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is 
Wednesday, October 8, 2008 at 7 pm. 
 
Adjournment: 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 8:56 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Wynndee Lee 
Director of Planning and Codes Administration 
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